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GROWTH	ENERGY	WILL	SERVE	AS	THE	SEVENTH	ANNUAL	NATIONAL	TEACH	AG	DAY	LIVE	CELEBRATION	HOST		

Lexington,	KY	–Growth	Energy,	the	largest	trade	organization	for	U.S.	ethanol	producers	and	supporters	will	host	the	
2016	live	National	Teach	Ag	Day	celebration	at	one	of	their	affiliate	sites,	POET	LLC,	in	Sioux	Falls,	S.D.	on	Thursday,	
September	22.		National	Teach	Ag	Day	recognizes	agriculture	teachers	for	their	positive	impact	and	encourages	others	to	
pursue	a	career	as	an	agriculture	teacher.			

Agricultural	education	is	the	premiere	model	for	delivering	hands-on	instruction,	leadership	development,	and	
experiential	learning	to	students	in	more	than	8,000	classrooms	every	day.		At	the	heart	of	the	agricultural	education	
programs	are	agriculture	teachers	who	are	inspiring	the	next	generation	of	leaders,	problem	solvers,	entrepreneurs	and	
agriculturalists.		“Agriculture	teachers	make	learning	come	alive	for	students	of	all	backgrounds	and	abilities,”	said	Ellen	
Thompson,	National	Teach	Ag	Campaign	Project	Director.	“The	demand	for	agriculture	teachers	has	never	been	greater	
as	we	look	to	the	next	generation	to	solve	our	most	pressing	environmental	and	food	security	issues.”		

The	live	webcast	event	will	include	special	appearances	by	leaders	in	agriculture	and	agricultural	education,	panels	of	
current	and	future	agriculture	teachers,	satellite	location	feeds	across	the	country,	and	a	future	agriscience	teacher	
symposium.		There	will	be	opportunities	for	individuals	celebrating	across	the	nation	to	join	in	through	social	media	and	
video	conferencing.	

"Today’s	students	are	tomorrow’s	leaders	in	agriculture,	and	no	one	prepares	them	to	rise	up	and	meet	the	challenges	
that	lie	ahead	like	ag	teachers,”	said	Tom	Buis,	Growth	Energy	Co	Chair	and	Acting	CEO.	“We’re	proud	to	support	
National	Teach	Ag	Day	and	invest	in	the	next	generation	of	hard	workers	who	will	fuel	America	and	feed	the	world."	

To	log	on	to	the	live	webcast,	or	for	resources	to	help	you	plan	your	local	Teach	Ag	Day	celebration,	visit	
naae.org/teachag.		

About	Teach	Ag		

National	Teach	Ag	Day	is	a	component	of	the	National	Teach	Ag	Campaign,	an	effort	to	raise	awareness	of	the	need	to	
recruit	and	retain	high	quality	and	diverse	agriculture	teachers,	encourage	others	to	consider	a	career	teaching	
agriculture	and	celebrate	the	positive	contributions	that	agriculture	teachers	make	in	their	schools	and	communities.	
The	campaign	is	an	initiative	of	the	National	Council	for	Agricultural	Education,	led	by	the	National	Association	of	



 
	

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Agricultural	Educators,	and	is	funded	by	the	CHS	Foundation,	DuPont	Pioneer	and	Growth	Energy	as	a	special	project	of	
the	National	FFA	Foundation.	For	more	about	National	Teach	Ag	Day	and	the	National	Teach	Ag	campaign,	visit	
naae.org/teachag	.		

About	Growth	Energy	
	
Growth	Energy	represents	the	producers	and	supporters	of	ethanol	who	feed	the	world	and	fuel	America	in	ways	that	
achieve	energy	independence,	improve	economic	well-being	and	create	a	healthier	environment	for	all	Americans	now.	
For	more	information,	please	visit	us	at	www.GrowthEnergy.org,	follow	us	on	Twitter	@GrowthEnergy	or	connect	with	
us	on	Facebook.		

About	POET		

POET,	one	of	the	world’s	largest	ethanol	producers,	is	a	leader	in	biorefining	through	its	efficient,	vertically	integrated	
approach	to	production.	The	25-year-old	company	has	a	production	capacity	in	excess	of	1.6	billion	gallons	of	ethanol	
and	9	billion	pounds	of	high-protein	animal	feed	annually	from	its	network	of	27	production	facilities.	POET	also	
operates	a	pilot-scale	cellulosic	bio-ethanol	plant,	which	uses	corn	cobs,	leaves,	husk	and	some	stalk	as	feedstock,	and	
expects	to	commercialize	the	process	in	Emmetsburg,	Iowa	through	its	joint	venture	with	DSM.	For	more	information,	
visit	http://www.poet.com.	
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

AGRICULTURE TEACHERS CELEBRATED FOR THEIR VAST CONTRIBUTIONS ON NATIONAL TEACH AG DAY 

There are approximately 12,000 agriculture teachers in the United States. These teachers provide students with 
knowledge about food, fiber and natural resources, while incorporating principles of science, mathematics, 
communication, leadership, management and technology. They are leaders in providing STEM education to students, 
while promoting the newest and latest trends in the agriculture industry.  

The seventh annual National Teach Ag Day will recognize and celebrate the positive and vast impact agriculture teachers 
across the country make in and out of their classrooms, and encourage others to consider a career in teaching 
agriculture. The celebration will take place on September 22nd, 2016 and all those involved either directly or indirectly 
with agricultural education are encouraged to participate.  

“Agriculture teachers make a positive difference in the lives of students each and every day. Not only do they teach 
students about the significance of agriculture, they develop lasting relationships with students through their roles as 
classroom teachers, FFA advisors, and experiential learning supervisors,” said Ellen Thompson, National Teach Ag 
Campaign Project Director. “Those relationships provide students with a ‘go-to’ for help and guidance as they grow and 
develop into professionals. Students never forget their ag teachers, so it is imperative that we celebrate them and 
inspire the next generation to teach ag.”  

As part of the nationwide celebration, there will be a live webcast hosted by Growth Energy at POET headquarters in 
Sioux Falls, S.D. from 1:00-3:00pm EDT. The webcast will feature special appearances by leaders in agricultural 
education, panels of current and future agriculture teachers, and tips for pursuing a career in agricultural education. 
Future agriculture teachers from across the country will be in attendance for the live webcast as well. Teachers and 
students celebrating across the nation will also have the opportunity to chime in through social media and video 
conferencing during the live webcast. 

To log on to the live webcast, or for resources to help you plan your local Teach Ag Day celebration, visit 
naae.org/teachag.  

mailto:ethompson.naae@uky.edu
http://www.naae.org/teachag
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National Teach Ag Day is a component of the National Teach Ag Campaign, an effort to raise awareness of the need to 
recruit and retain quality and diverse agriculture teachers, encourage others to consider a career teaching agriculture, 
and celebrate the positive contributions that agriculture teachers make in their schools and communities. The campaign 
is an initiative of the National Council for Agricultural Education, led by the National Association of Agricultural 
Educators. The campaign is funded by the CHS Foundation, DuPont Pioneer, and Growth Energy as a special project of 
the National FFA Foundation. For more about National Teach Ag Day and the National Teach Ag campaign, visit 
naae.org/teachag.  

### 



Interview Leads
Mr. Matthew Eddy — Iowa 
Agriculture teacher for 15+ years, Curriculum for Agriscience Education Master Teacher, A Day in 
the Life of an Ag Teacher blogger, Teach Ag Champion 
matthew.eddy@southeastpolk.org 
515-577-9429

Mr. Terry Rieckman — South Dakota 
Agriculture teacher for 30+ years, currently serving as the National Association of Agricultural 
Educators President 
terry.rieckman@k12.sd.us 
605-421-0118

Mr. Isaiah Govea — Arizona 
Agricultural education major at the University of Arizona, National Teach Ag Ambassador
idgovea@email.arizona.edu 
602-488-5472

Ms. Tabitha Hudspeth — Arkansas 
Agricultural education major at Arkansas Tech University, National Teach Ag Campaign Intern 
thudspeth3@atu.edu 
870-926-3171

Dr. Travis Park — North Carolina 
Former high school agriculture teacher, now teacher educator at North Carolina State University, 
coordinator of NCSU Teach Ag Day satellite location 
tdpark@ncsu.edu 
919-515-9441

Dr. Amy Smith — Minnesota 
Former high school agriculture teacher, now teacher educator at the University of Minnesota 
arsmith@umn.edu 
563-210-0223

Mr. Matt Kreifels — Nebraska 
State Supervisor for agricultural education in Nebraska 
matt.kreifels@nebraska.gov
402-617-1419

Mr. Tony Small — National Council for Agricultural Education 
Managing Director 
tsmall@nationalffa.org 
317-802-4300

Mr. Kelly Manning — Growth Energy 
Vice President of Development 
kmanning@growthenergy.com 
605-201-3518

Teach Ag Campaign 
Contacts:

Ms. Ellen Thompson 
Project Director
ethompson.naae@uky.edu
605-350-3842

Ms. Andrea Fristoe 
Program and 
Communciations Assistant 
afristoe.naae@uky.edu
800-509-0204

Ms. Victoria Hamilton 
Marketing Assistant
vhamilton.naae@uky.edu 
800-509-0204

Follow Teach Ag 
on Social Media

@teach_ag
#teachag
#tagged16

NATIONAL TEACH AG DAY 
September 22,  2016
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See back for captions and explanations for each picture. 

For more information, contact Ellen Thompson, National Teach Ag Campaign Project Director 
at ethompson.naae@uky.edu or 605-350-3842.

TEACH-AG-DAY-NAAE TEACH-AG-DAY-CURRENT-AGRICULTURE-TEACHERS

TEACH-AG-DAY-FUTURE-AGRISCIENCE-TEACHER-SYMPOSIUM

TECHNOLOGY-INTEGRATION

PLANT-SCIENCE-TOOL-INSTRUCTION

STUDENT-LEARNING-SHOWCASE



Teach Ag Photo Captions
Teach-Ag-Day-NAAE -- 2015 NAAE President, Charlie Sappington brings greetings on behalf of the National 
Association of Agricultural Educators during the live National Teach Ag Day webcast. The National Association 
of Agricultural Educators (NAAE) manages the National Teach Ag Campaign in an effort to address the national 
agriculture teacher shortage and recruit and retain high-quality and diverse agriculture teachers.

Teach-Ag-Day-Future-Agriscience-Teacher-Symposium -- Preservice teachers (from left to right) Clayton Carley, 
Matthew Bernia, Christina Nolasco, and Toni Rasmussen participate in inquiry based professional development 
during the 2015 National Teach Ag Teach Day Celebration in Washington, DC. The Future Agriscience Teacher 
Symposium is held in conjunction with the National Teach Ag Day celebration and brings preservice teachers 
from across the country together for professional development and networking with industry professionals 
and teacher leaders.  

Teach-Ag-Day-Current-Agriculture-Teachers -- Current agriculture teachers (from left to right) Kim O’Byrne, 
Mark Anderson, and Jessica Jones participate in a group conversation about the benefits of being an 
agriculture teacher during the National Teach Ag Day live webcast. Agricultural education is a very rewarding 
career that encompasses not only a teacher’s love for agriculture, but also their committment to a lifetime of 
learning. 

Plant-Science-Tool-Instruction -- Agriculture teacher Melanie Block at Ravenna High School in Michigan 
demonstrates the use of various tools used to create corsages and boutonnieres in her plant science class. 
Agricultural education provides students with hands-on learning and application in the classroom and 
laboratory settings.

Technology-Integration -- Agriculture teacher Pete Barnum at Mason High School in Michigan shows students 
how to use  the Agricultural Experience Tracker (AET) system to keep records for their Supervised Agricultural 
Experiences (SAE’s). Agricultural education teaches the importance of recordkeeping, while staying current 
with today’s technology and resources. 

Student-Learning-Showcase -- Agriculture students at Seneca High School in Kentucky demonstrate their 
knowledge of animal science through a day-long animal science and agricultural literacy event. The students 
showcase their knowledge to local elementary school students as well as their peers at the high school level. 
Agricultural education promotes the application of content knowledge.

For more information, contact Ellen Thompson, National Teach Ag Campaign Project Director at  
ethompson.naae@uky.edu or 605-350-3842.

The National Teach Ag Campaign is an initiative of the National Council for Agricultural Education, led by 
the National Association of Agricultural Educators. The campaign is funded by the CHS Foundation, DuPont 
Pioneer, and Growth Energy, as a special project of the National FFA Foundation.
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What is National Teach Ag Day?
On National Teach Ag Day agricultural education advocates all over the 
United States celebrate school-based agricultural education and encourage 
others to consider the great career opportunities in agricultural education.

Who is it For?
National Teach Ag Day is for anyone who wants to celebrate school-based 
agricultural education, share the story of agricultural education’s importance 
and effectiveness in the United States, and encourage others to consider 
careers as agriculture teachers. We especially encourage current agricultural 
educators (middle and high school, post secondary and teacher educators) to 
take part. Anyone who wants to participate can find a variety of resources to 
help them talk about agricultural education at naae.org/teachag.

What Happens on National Teach Ag Day?
Agricultural educators and advocates will celebrate and promote teaching 
agriculture as a career. Activities may include rallies at state capitols, special 
lessons, community activities, university events, and more. The Teach Ag 
website is a clearinghouse of resources to help teachers and advocates. Free 
resources found there include videos, suggested teaching activities, games and 
giveaway items.

Participate in the Live Virtual Celebration
Join us for a two-hour live webcast hosted by Growth Energy at POET, LLC 
headquarters in Sioux Falls, SD, starting at 1pm EDT. The webcast event 
will include special appearances by leaders in agriculture and  agricultural 
education, panels of current and future agriculture teachers, satellite location 
feeds across the country, and a future agriscience teacher symposium. There 
will also be opportunities for individuals celebrating across the nation to chime 
in through social media and video conferencing. To join the webcast, log on to 
naae.org/teachag on September 22nd.

Who is Responsible for National Teach Ag Day?
National Teach Ag Day is a component of the National Teach Ag Campaign. 
The National Teach Ag Campaign is an initiative of the National Council for 
Agricultural Education led by the National Association of Agricultural Educators 
as a special project of the National FFA Foundation, funded by the CHS 
Foundation, DuPont Pioneer, and Growth Energy.

Teach Ag Day Ideas
• Play Teach Ag games in class.
• Put up a Teach Ag booth on 

campus.
• Encouage students to create a 

lesson and teach it in class.
• Write a thank-you letter to an ag 

teacher.
• Submit an ag teacher recognition 

editorial to your local paper.
• Use social media to talk positively 

about ag teachers.
• Coordinate a letter writing 

campaign to policy makers, sharing 
positive ag teacher stories. 

Teach Ag Day Resources  
@ naae.org/teachag
• Lesson plans
• Interactive Games
• Teach Ag Video
• Promotional Materials
• Sign up for the National Teach Ag 

Campaign
• Find a university that offers an ag 

ed degree
• Nominate a future ag teacher

Contact: 
Ellen Thompson 
Project Director
ethompson.naae@uky.edu
605-350-3842

Andrea Fristoe 
Program and Communications Assistant
afristoe.naae@uky.edu
800-509-0204

Victoria Hamilton 
Marketing Assistant
vhamilton.naae@uky.edu
800-509-0204

NATIONAL TEACH AG DAY 
September 22,  2016
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